The Reciprocity Process:
1. The applicant, who must be a current NCARB certificate holder, notifies NCARB of their wish to be registered in New Mexico (go to www.ncarb.org for information and forms);

2. After NMBEA (the New Mexico Board) receives the applicant’s electronic file from NCARB we will email the state application forms to the applicant (or land-mail them if necessary);

3. Applicant returns the New Mexico application and payment to the NM Board. Refer to the following to determine the amount of your check:

Application Fee = $125.00

License Fee for Out of State Applicant: 

In even-numbered years (i.e. 2008) the two-year fee is $325.00


In odd-numbered years (i.e. 2009) the fee is $162.50
License Fee for In State Applicant:

In even-numbered years (i.e. 2008) the two-year fee is $225.00


In odd-numbered years (i.e. 2009) the fee is $112.50
The Application Fee and the License Fee should be added together and sent as one check to the New Mexico Board.

4. Upon receipt of the applicant’s NCARB electronic file, the NM state application forms, and the correct payment, NMBEA will send a confirmation letter along with a copy of the NM Architectural Act Rules and Regulations and the Jurisprudence Exam.  This exam is an open-book quiz based on the Act & Rules.

5. When NMBEA receives the Jurisprudence Exam and, assuming the answers are correct, all applicant materials are then submitted to the Board’s Examination & Reciprocity Committee for review.

6. If this committee finds all is in order then a provisional license is issued to the applicant.  This is a wallet license card along with a current wall certificate. This allows the applicant to practice and they are then considered to be a registrant.
7. The registrant must then submit a valid seal sample to the Board.

8. The full NM Board of Examiners for Architects votes on the approval of the license at the next regularly scheduled Board meeting, after which the registrant receives the formal, permanent wall certificate.

Factors Affecting Licensing:

· The Board cannot act until it receives the applicant’s NCARB file
· Failure to successfully complete the Jurisprudence Exam
· Prior disciplinary matters requiring further investigation
· Initial documentation incomplete
· Non-payment or incorrect payment of fees
· Failure to respond to Board inquiries re: the application or affidavit
· Upon receipt of the NCARB file and all required NMBEA documents the expected wait time for licensure is anywhere from two to four weeks.
